[Neonatal tolerance to alloantigens].
In early life, our immune system has the characteristics of tolerance to alloantigens. During this period, our adaptive immunity is not at rest. On the contrary, it is polarized so as to promote the activation of Th2-type T cell response at the expense of cytotoxic Th1- or Th17-type responses. This may explain the vulnerability of infants to aggression by pathogens, their increased sensitivity to develop allergic diseases or their poor responses to some vaccines. Exposure to environmental factors will modify that neonatal tolerance due to its control by other actors and will thus have potential repercussions on the subsequent onset of allergies or autoimmune diseases.